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2011 Scholarship Application Information and Guidelines

Chelsea Education Foundation was founded in 1990 and was registered as a non-profit corporation in 1999.  Since its beginning over eighty volunteers from the Chelsea community have served a three year term on the 15 member CEF Board.  One of the purposes of the Foundation is to provide scholarships to worthy applicants who are graduating seniors or are continuing their education at a college or university.

Each applicant to our scholarship program must complete an essay, obtain a letter of recommendation, and provide a current transcript to the committee.  These requirements are applicable to every scholarship that is applied for.  This paperwork is turned in to the Chelsea High School counseling office.  After the scholarship deadline, the CEF Scholarship committee’s work begins!  The processes in which the applicants are chosen are as follows:

1. Each committee member is given a copy of every application.  They read each essay, letter of recommendation and transcript.  This process is done individually.

2.  After reading all the applications for each scholarship the committee member ranks each student according to their merit, GPA, or other specific requirements for each scholarship.  This process is also done individually.

3. After ranking all applicants according to their scholarship needs, the committee then meets collectively to decide who will receive each scholarship.

4. During the committee meeting each scholarship is awarded to an individual or individuals.

5. Each scholarship recipient is notified.  If the recipient is a graduating senior they will be awarded the scholarship at Class Night.  They will receive a certificate at that ceremony.  Later, a check for the scholarship monies will be sent to the recipient for their college of choice.  If the recipient is a returning college student they will be notified by mail and a check for the scholarship monies will be sent to the recipient for their college or university.  They also will receive a certificate.

6. The Scholarship committee consists of between nine to fifteen CEF Board members.

7. Current Board members children may not apply or receive CEF scholarship dollars.

Past Board members children are welcome to apply.
In addition to the scholarships listed on the following pages, the Chelsea Education Foundation also facilitates the awarding of the Chelsea Rod and Gun Scholarships.
Application must be turned in on or before April 15, 2011 to one of the following locations:

High School Students:





Other Applicants:


Chelsea High School





Chelsea Education Foundation


Counseling Office





Scholarship Committee


740 N. Freer Rd.






1580 Pierce Rd.


Chelsea, MI  48118





Chelsea, MI  48118

Scholarships will be awarded at Chelsea High School Class Night.  Adult recipients will be notified by mail.

2011 Scholarship Details
The Joseph Piasecki Memorial Scholarship
Only current High School Seniors may apply.

To be considered for a Piasecki Memorial Scholarship, applicants must:

1.
Be a Chelsea High School graduate in the current academic year

2.
Pursue a degree or skilled training at the post-secondary level

3.
Provide an essay describing the life experiences which have influenced your character development and goals

4.
Provide a current academic transcript (A high grade point average is not required)

5.
Include one letter of recommendation written within the last 6 months; the letter should be a character reference (coach, mentor, clergy, rabbi, employer, teacher, etc.) 

The Michael P. Smith Memorial Scholarship (added 3/1/2009)
Only current High School seniors may apply
To be considered for the Michael P. Smith Memorial Scholarship, the applicants must:

1. Be a Chelsea High School graduate in the current Academic year

2. Pursue a degree at the post-secondary level

3. Pursue a degree in the Sciences (Chemistry, Environmental, and Biology preferred)

4. A personal reference letter (non academic)

5. A one page essay describing your interest in the field of study

6. Provide a current academic transcript

The Chelsea Education Foundation Academic Scholarship

Only current High School Seniors may apply.

To be considered for an Education Foundation Scholarship, applicants must:

1. Reside in the Chelsea School District

2. Pursue a degree or skilled training at the post secondary level

3. Provide a current academic transcript demonstrating high academic achievement
4. Submit an essay describing yourself and the future contributions you would like to make to society after attaining your educational goals

5. Include one letter of recommendation written within the last 6 months; the letter should be a character reference (coach, mentor, employer, clergy, teacher, etc.) 

The Chelsea Education Foundation Community Service Scholarship
Only current High School seniors may apply
To be considered for an Education Foundation Scholarship, applicants must:

1. Reside in the Chelsea School District

2. Pursue a degree or skilled training at the post secondary level

3. Provide a current academic transcript

4. Demonstrate a high level of community service

5. Submit an essay describing your contributions to the community.

6. Include one letter of recommendation written within the last six months, from a member of the community which speaks to your involvement in community service.

Common Grill Culinary Arts Scholarship

Only current High School seniors may apply
To be considered for a Common Grill Culinary Arts Scholarship, applicants must:

1. Be a Chelsea High School graduate in the current academic year

2. Pursue further education leading to a career or certification in the culinary arts or a related field within the hospitality industry

3. Provide a current academic transcript

4. Submit an essay describing yourself and the contributions you would like to make to society in Culinary Arts.

5. Include one letter of recommendation written within the last 6 months, which speaks to the applicant’s demonstrated ability or interest in Culinary Arts

The Robert W. Wagner Engineering Scholarship

To be considered for a Wagner Engineering Scholarship, applicants must:

1. Be a resident of the Chelsea School District

2.
Pursue a degree in engineering 

3.
Provide a current academic transcript

4.
Submit an essay describing yourself and the contributions you would like to make to society in Engineering
5.
Include one letter of recommendation written within the last 6 months, which speaks to the applicant’s demonstrated ability or interest in engineering
Note: Students may apply for a Wagner Engineering Scholarship up to four times, provided a new application is completed by the deadline each year.

The Judith Lynn Wagner Owens Teacher Scholarship

To be considered for an Owens Teachers Scholarship, applicants must:

1. Be a resident of the Chelsea School District

2. Pursue a degree in education 

3. Provide a current academic transcript

4. Submit an essay describing yourself and the contributions you would like to make to society in Education
5. Include one letter of recommendation written within the last 6 months, which speaks to the applicant’s demonstrated ability or interest in education
Note: Students may apply for an Owens Teachers Scholarship up to four times, provided a new application is completed by the deadline each year.

The Mary Merkel Memorial Nursing Scholarship

To be considered for a Merkel Memorial Scholarship, applicants must:

1. Reside in the Chelsea School District

2. Pursue an Associates, Bachelors, or Masters Degree in a health related field  * Students who are pursuing a degree in nursing will be given preference
3. Provide a current academic transcript

4. Submit an essay describing yourself and the future contributions you would like to make to society after attaining your educational goals in the Health related field
5. Include one letter of recommendation written within the last 6 months; this letter should be a character reference (coach, mentor, clergy, rabbi, employer, teacher, etc.) 

*May be a health care provider seeking continuing education or certification

The Doris Schumacher/A. Henry Schumacher Memorial Scholarship

To be considered for the Schumacher Scholarship, applicants must:

1. Have graduated from Chelsea School district and be currently enrolled at an accredited college or university

2. Have completed at least one year of schooling at an accredited college or university

3. Provide a current academic transcript

4. Submit an essay describing yourself and the future contributions you would like to make to society after attaining your educational goals in your field of study
5. Include one letter of recommendation written within the last 6 months; this letter should be a character reference (coach, mentor, employer, clergy, teacher, etc.)

Note:  Preference will be given to those students who may not be able to complete college without financial assistance

C.E.F. Scholarship for Non-traditional or Returning Students 

Current High School seniors may NOT apply
To be considered for a Non-traditional/Returning Student Scholarship, applicants must:

1. Reside in the Chelsea School District

2. Pursue a degree or skilled training at the post-high school level after an interruption of at least one year or more

3. Provide a list of volunteer and employment activities

4. Provide a statement of your goals regarding continuing education and employment, including what you have been doing since high school and why you are resuming your education
5. Include one letter of recommendation written within the last 6 months, this letter should be a character reference (coach, mentor, employer, clergy, teacher, etc.)

Note:  Funds from this scholarship can be used for continuing education seminars, but are not to be used for travel expenses or lodging.

The Jillian Lea Drow Memorial Scholarship
Only current High School Seniors may apply.

To be considered for a Drow Memorial Scholarship, applicants must:

1.
Be a Chelsea High School graduate in the current academic year

2.
Pursue a degree or skilled training at the post-secondary level

3.
Provide an essay describing an act of kindness, for which you have witnessed or you have initiated, that has affected your character development and your future goals
4.
Provide a current academic transcript (A high grade point average is not required)

5.
Include one letter of recommendation written within the last 6 months; the letter should be a character reference (coach, mentor, clergy, rabbi, employer, teacher, etc.) 

The Joel Gentz Memorial Leadership and Service Scholarship

To be considered for the Gentz Scholarship, applicants must:

1. Have graduated from Chelsea School District and be currently enrolled at an accredited college or university and completed at least one year of schooling at an accredited college or university

2. Provide a current academic transcript (A high grade point average is not required)
3. Submit an essay describing the leadership qualities that were used completing a significant community service project  

4. Include one letter of recommendation written within the last 6 months; this letter should be a character reference (coach, mentor, employer, clergy, teacher, etc.) who speaks to the applicant’s leadership qualities and noting how the service project positively impacted the community 
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