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Chelsea Education Foundation is a non-profit organization that provides funding for
a wide spectrum of educational activities benefiting the students of Chelsea,
Michigan. Funds raised through donations, endowments, and events are managed
by local investment professionals and distributed to recipients by the CEF board. The
Community Foundation for Southeastern Michigan and Edward Jones provide
assistance to ensure investments are maximized. In 1990, the Chelsea Education
Foundation was founded by Joe Piasecki, then superintendent of the Chelsea School
District. The goal of the foundation was to provide a link between the school,
businesses and the community to strengthen Chelsea’s future. Thanks to strong
community support and several significant endowments, the Foundation grew
steadily and in 1999 was registered as a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. Since its
beginning, over 180 Volunteers from the Chelsea community have served one to
three year terms on the CEF Board. Many school board members, administrators,
and countless others, have donated time, energy, resources, and services throughout
its 30+ year existence. 

Community Impact

Mission Enhance the Chelsea School District’s educational experiences by
financing projects beyond the resources of the district and by
providing scholarships to district graduates.

Vision Chelsea Education Foundation is a highly regarded, valuable and
caring resource to students and teachers and is a trusted and
beneficial conduit for all community members. 

Values Mission Driven, Strategically Grounded, Financially Sustainable,
Community Focused

Contributions to CEF are given back to the Chelsea community through college
scholarships for Chelsea High School graduates and grants to innovative teachers
and administrators.

C H E L S E A  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N
I M P A C T  S T A T E M E N T  2 0 2 2 - 2 3
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Dear CEF Supporters,

I begin this letter by sharing my heartfelt gratitude and appreciation. Your ongoing support has
paved the way for another remarkable year of building impact and enhancing the educational
experiences of our Chelsea School District. We are proud to share that we converted your gifts
of time, talent, and treasure to provide over $95,000 back to the district in the 2022-23 school
year!

We’ve been around for more than 33 years, but sometimes it feels like we are just getting
started! Teacher grant requests continue to grow in both the resources requested and the
creativity and innovation of the learning experience. Scholarship giving is strong. Through
efforts of the newly launched Chelsea Alumni Association (a committee of CEF), a network of
over 500 Chelsea alumni has reconnected with the district. 

CEF’s impact is focused on Building a Bulldog Future, and we work closely with the district to
ensure our grants and scholarships are aligned with the Portrait of a Graduate. We are building
connections within the community by increasing collaboration with other non-profits, district
booster groups, and our local businesses.  

Here are a few highlights:

We expanded partnerships with community organizations like 5 Healthy Towns and Chelsea
Community Foundation, began a new literacy partnership with Serendipity Books, and grew
sponsor support.
Awarded the new “CEF and CAA Committee - President’s Award” scholarship to five Chelsea
graduates.
Held another successful Rivalry Fundraiser with the Educational Foundation of Dexter.

As we anticipate continued growth and impact for the district, we look forward to being a
valued partner and remain committed to Building a Bulldog Future. The district is investing in
early childhood, and we are looking forward to giving our newest Bulldogs the best possible
start through CEF support in the coming years.  We are thrilled to partner with the district and
serve our kids and educators.

With Appreciation,

Amy Forehand
President, Chelsea Education Foundation

A Message from the President
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2022-23 CEF Teacher Grants
$47,884 to Chelsea Schools
Early Childhood Center

Early Childhood Special Education Classroom
Early Literacy - Read To Me Book Bag Program
Communication For Everyone - Playground Communication Board
Vertical Building with STEM Based Materials

North Creek Elementary
Classroom Reading Benches / Book Box Storage Benches
Learning Through Dramatic Play
First Grade classroom ‘Brain Bins’
Authors in Chelsea
A Conversation with Hamilton’s George Washington
Classroom Mail Box Bins
STEAM Supply Collaboration and Organization Baskets
First Grade classroom Morning Tubs
Student Material Organization and Small Group Materials
Special Education Classroom Bins
Take Home Books for Intervention Students
Teacher Kimmy Conn - Classroom Rug
North Creek Literacy Program
Classroom Books for Book Library
Resource Room/Special Education - Sound Sponge Quiet Divider
North Creek Drama Club

South Meadows Elementary
Authors in Chelsea
A Conversation with Hamilton’s George Washington
Native American Experience
Media Center - Maker Space Materials
Social Studies Program
Communication For Everyone - Playground Communication Board
South Meadows Drama Club
4th Grade Reading
Chelsea Chamber Players Performance for 5th Grade Music Students
Wilson Reading System Organization Materials
South Meadows PE Basketballs (via 5 Healthy Towns support)

Beach Middle School
BMS Psychologist and Social Worker - ‘Mindful Mornings’
Beach Middle School Technology Classes
8th Grade US History - Civil War Re-enactor
8th Grade US History - ‘Personal Constitution’
6th Grade Camp Scholarships
Beach Middle School Resource Room Learning Activities
8th Grade Washington D.C. / Gettysburg Trip Scholarships
Beach Middle School Art Program Supplies
WEB (Where Everyone Belongs)
8th Grade Zekelman Holocaust Center Visit

Chelsea High School
CHS Link Crew
Link Crew Advisor Training
Field Trip Transportation for Hamlet in Stratford
New Senior Math Elective, “Project Geometry”
Independence Hall Cultural Performances
CHS Room 303 Window Mural
High School Art Show - Display Panels

During the 2022-2023 school year,
CEF funded $47,884 in grants that
helped support the creative
endeavors of the Chelsea School
District educators. These grants
funded a wide variety of initiatives
at every level of the student
experience, from early learning to
high school leadership. They
spanned from social emotional
learning support to Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art, and
Mathematics (STEAM) topics to
literacy support, and beyond. 

8th grade Zekelman Holocaust Center Visit
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Spotlight on Teacher Grants
8th Grade Washington D.C. Trip

Early Literacy 
Read To Me Book Bag Program

South Meadows Elementary PE Early Literacy Read To Me Book Bag Program

Chelsea High School Link Crew BMS Art Ceramic Bobble Head
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2022-23 CEF Scholarship Awards 
$47,100 to Chelsea Students
The Joseph Piasecki Scholarship 
Emilee Underwood
CEF Academic Scholarships
David Berg, Matthew Blanton, Jasmine Gabriel-
Menegay, Madison Kay, Sidney Little, Bret Mendoza,
Brooklyn Nichols, Caitlin Poppenger, Emilee
Underwood, Makenna Van Assche, Ngoc Phuong
Hong Tao, Zebedee Swager
CEF Community Service Scholarships
Rachel Hicken, Patrick Joyce, Emma Leonard, Bret
Mendoza, Ngoc Phuong Hong Tao, Peter Mourad,
Fiona Stoker
CEF Trades Scholarship
Alek Cobb
Jillian Lea Drow Memorial Scholarship
Mary Jordan
Robert W Wagner Engineering Scholarship
Mary Jordan
Judith Lynn Wagner Owens Teacher Scholarship 
Megan Hayduk
Mary Merkel Memorial Nursing Scholarship
Julia Kause, Ngoc Phuong Hong Tao
Doris Schumacher / A Henry Schumacher
Memorial Scholarship
April Dembinski
Female in Finance Scholarship
Anna Reisner
Chelsea Family Dentistry Scholarship
Makenna Van Assche
Chelsea Rod and Gun Club Scholarships
Lucas Dawson, Makenna Van Assche
Joel Gentz Memorial Leadership and 
Service Scholarship
Zebedee Swager
CEF A.C.E
Lia Spink
Culver's of Chelsea Scholarship
Bret Mendoza
CEF and CAA Committee - President's Award
James Chinavare, Logan Gossiaux, Brooklyn Nguyen,
Devon Reginaldo, Willow Rowe

CEF Scholarship Recipients



Brian & Ann Brill
Eric Brown
Dr. Tammy Browning-Smith* &
Dale Smith
Jacob Budd
Bumbles Dry Goods
Busch's
Andrea Butler
Sarah Button
Jane (Scott) Callison*
George Cameron*
Jan Carr
Tassy Cavadas*
Steve & Angila Chapman
Chelsea Alehouse Brewery 
Chelsea Athletic Department 
Chelsea Community Fair 
Chelsea Community Foundation 
Chelsea District Library
Chelsea Family Dentistry 
Chelsea Lumber Company 
Chelsea Rod & Gun Club 
Chelsea School District 
Chelsea State Bank 
Chelsea Update
Chelsea Wellness Center
David & Winona Church
Clark Construction Company
Cleary's Pub
Clocktower Comix
Rick Clouse
Colleen Coddington
Roberts Coelius
Alberta & Norman Colbry
Jennifer Collins
Anne Colone
Community Foundation For
Southeast Michigan 
Laura Connolly
Vickie Cook
Nicole Coxford

C H E L S E A  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N
I M P A C T  S T A T E M E N T  2 0 2 2 - 2 3
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Our Generous Donors

Rayma (Smith) Adkisson*
Agricole Farm Stop 
Theresa & Eric Alafita 
Dan & Courtney Aldrich 
Jim* & Andrea* Alford 
Mason Allen
Nicole Allen
Beka & Matthew Alter
AmazonSmile
Jaime Anderson
CAA Anonymous
CEF Anonymous
Julia (Gordon) Applegate*
Arctic Breakaway
Art Moehn Chevrolet Buick
Jennifer Baghdoian
Ballet Chelsea
Stacie & Bob Battaglia
Susan Bauer
Henry & Molly Bazydlo
Jeremy* & Erika Beauchamp
Marlene P Beck
Kim Begin
Jennifer (Deising)* & David
Behm
Jennifer Bernath*
Christin Bieber
Rebecca Bieberly
Ingrid Biedron
Phillip* & Lynne (Freeman)*
Boham
Joleen Bowman
Janet Boylan
Brahma Haus
Rick Brandon
Rodney Branham*
Guadalupe & Peg Bravo
Breathe Yoga
John Brier*

Contributions to CEF are given back to the Chelsea community through college and
trade scholarships for Chelsea High School graduates and grants to innovative
teachers and administrators. Since our establishment, we have directed $1.265 million
of our donors’ money to assist over 54,000 students. 
Special thanks to:

Catherine Coy
Stephanie Coy
Michelle Craig
Eileen Crawford
Amanda Critchfield
Merrill Crockett
Culver’s of Chelsea 
Reiley Curran
Elizabeth Curtis
D&B Strategic Marketing 
Nancy & John Daly
Jodi Daniels*
John & Donna Daniels
Kathleen* & Jeff* Daniels
Corey Decker
Alana & Mike Deis
Julie Deppner
Sara DeSimone
Sally Dickinson
Jane (Faist)* & Dave Diesing
Mitzi & James* Diesing
Larry Doll*
Mark & Debra Drow
Mike Dunn
Kelly Dyer
Kimberly & Rick Eder
Eder & Diver Insurance Agency 
Sandy Eisele*
Gary Ellenwood
Becky Erskine*
Don Erskine
Esquire Interiors
Lynne Faist*
Bridget Favre
Kathy (Dunn) Finger*
David Fitch
Peter Flintoft*
Amy & Jim Forehand* 
Christine & Randall Forsch 
Aditi Fox
Lynn Fox & Steven Rogacki 
Kurt Fracalossi



P A G E  9  |  D O N O R S

Laura Kapolka
Mike & Rachel Kapolka 
Sharon Kegerreis
Rebecca Keiser
Deidra Kibler
Brian & Margaret Kidston 
Diane Kieliszewski
Jeffrey Klink
Andrew Kneffel
Julie Konkle
Eric & Virgnia Krueger
La Jolla Fine Jewelry 
LaFontaine Automotive Group
Theresa Lancaster
Chick Lane*
Lane Animal Hospital, Inc. 
Lansing Lugnuts
Brian Lantis*
Sandy Lantis
Kay LeFurge
John Levy
Barb Lewis*
Tom Lewis
Erin (Anthony) Lightfoot*
Jenni Linde
Chad Livengood
Norman Loeffler
Delores Lohrer
Laura Lokers
Nik Lulgjuraj
Bob MacDougall 
Jacqueline Manahan
Rose & Chuck Manitz
Anne (Treado)*& John* Mann 
Manninen's Cabins
Kristina Martin
Kent & Marina Martinez-Kratz 
James Maslanka
Marilyn (Hinderer) Mast*
Cameron Mater
Charlie* & Ellie (Stoffer)*
McCalla
Nick McCalla*
Bill McFall*
Crystal Meads
Annette Eresten-Mellon
Anne & Tim Merkel
Jessi Merkel
Stephanie Merkel

C H E L S E A  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N
I M P A C T  S T A T E M E N T  2 0 2 2 - 2 3

Bryan Fulton
Matthew Gaken*
Doris & Gary Galvin
Judith & Steven Gentz 
Tonya & Scott Gietzen 
Marilyn & Al Gileczek
Laurel (Lancaster) Gravelyn*
Norman Green*
Brianne & Daniel Greenhill
Edwin Greenleaf, III* 
Frank Grohnert 
Catherine Guinan 
Thomas Gunnells 
Martha Hammond 
Hands-on Relief Therapy 
Hardwood Solutions Inc. 
Kathryn Harmes 
Michaela Hauer
Crystal Hayduk
Michelle Hedding 
Kathryn Heinze
Julie Helber
Kristine Henry
Dr. Bradford & Carol Hepler 
Jason & Katie Hepler* 
Samuel Hess III
Dale Heydlauff*
George Heydlauff*
Mark Heydlauff*
Mary Hill
Sharon & Matt Hillis 
Catherine Hoffman
Kate & Michael Hogberg 
Howard Holmes
Pamela Holmes
Jeff Holzhausen*
Annette Houle
Abby Hurst
iGive.com
Ink Frenzy
MaryBeth Jackson
Jackson Symphony Orchestra 
Kelly & Tara Jedele
Jet's Pizza
Jewelry Set in Stone
Scott Johnson
Joyful Spirits

Patrick Merkel*
Kathy Micheli
Michigan International Speedway 
Judith Miller
Ron Mills
Tamra Montgomery*
Suzanne Morrison*
Susan Morrel-Samuels 
Marie Morrow
Carrie Mueller
Dana Murphy-Love*
Randy Arden Musbach*
Marijane Nelson
Meredith (Hall) Nelson*
Norman Neuman, Jr.
Lisa & John Nickel 
Amanda Nimke*
Northstar Bank
Sally (Gaken) Nosbisch*
Debbie Noye*
Judy Oake
Nathan Oake*
Deborah Oakley
Betsy & Derek Olberg
Laura Ouellette
Karen Owen
Pamela Byrnes Foundation 
Connie Parker
Lu Parsons
C Don & Pat Paulsell 
Janice Wood Perry
Shawn & Bill Personke 
Martha & Chad W Piper 
Theresa (Hurst)* & Kerry* Plank 

2nd Grade Classroom, Mailbox Bins



P A G E  1 0  |  D O N O R S

C H E L S E A  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N
I M P A C T  S T A T E M E N T  2 0 2 2 - 2 3

Silver Maples Of Chelsea
Tara Smalley
Angela Smith*
Jennifer (Lindsay) Smith*
Jenny Smith
Smokehouse 52 BBQ
Bob Snyder*
Todd Sprague*
Tanya Stamos*
Patsy Stanley*
Braden Steele*
Gretchen (Knutsen) Steele*
Patrick Steele*
Sarah (Taylor) Steele*
Thomas Steele III*
Thomas Steele, Jr.*
Tom Steele, Sr.* 
Katy Steklac 
Stiver's Restaurant 
Kelly Stoker
Marty* & Darlene Straub 
Cheri Szcodronski
Jill Tallman 
Trish Tarantino*
Jan & Bob Taylor
The Encore Musical Theatre
Company 
The Forehand Company
The Grateful Crow
The Lake House Bakery
The Mattoff Sisters*
The Purple Rose Theatre Company 
The Sun Times News
Mary Thomas
Jenna Thompson
Thompson's Pizza
Carie & Adam Tillman
Catherine Timberlake

Julie Pollak
Polly's Country Market
Pop Fizz Klink Designs 
Laurie (Mann) Porter*
Sarah Proegler
Shawn Quilter
Mary Randolph
Joanne Rau
Paula Rexer
Cindy & Daniel Rhodes
Margaret Ricketts
Riemco Design + Build
Jeanene Riemenschneider
Patty Roberts
Robin Hills Farm
Barbara Roderick
Katie Rogers
Tiffany Rouech
Kristine Rubin
Brooke Saepoo
Brenda Salyer*
Linda Satterthwaite
SBK Orthodontics
Ann Schaffner*
Deborah Schaibly
Patti (Laraway) Schick*
Jacqueline Schiller*
Paul Schissler
Sarah Schlimmer
Joan Schmidt
Dana Schmunk
Dennis & Beverly Schumann
Pat Scott
Serendipity Books
Stacie Shaw
Stacy Sheets
Aubree (Gerardi) Shemwell*
Jane (Mann) Shrosbree*

Howard Treado
Penny Trinkle*
Jeff Tyson
Ugly Dog Distillery
Valiant Bar and Grill
Bryan VanReemsa*
Kristin & Willem* van Reesema
Minta (Hissong) van Reesema*
Jean M Vargas
Mary Wood Veltema
Cindy Vivio
Karen Munro Vournakis
Suzanne Vu
Erin Wade
Sarah & Robert Walther
Joan Weber*
Sandra (Buehler) Weber*
Diane Weid
Wayne* & Shelly (Weber)*
Welton
Jim Wencel*
Chuck* & Lois (Bolton)* Wenk
Susie & Bill Wescott
Susan Whitelaw & Larry Ledebur
Christina Whitesall
Whitetail
Megan Wikaryasz
Eric Wilkinson
Dawn Williams
Jessica Wine
Warren Wisner
Withington's
Erika Wojcik
David Wood
Dayle & Steven Wright
Nicole Zollinger
Zou Zou's Cafe
Christine & Fred Zuchowski

*Chelsea Alumni Association
Founding Member



Rivalry Match | October 2022
Chelsea Education Foundation and the
Educational Foundation of Dexter teamed up
for a third Rivalry Match fundraising event in
October 2022. CEF raised $50,072 and EFD
$47,679. Thanks to your generosity, students
from both districts are the WINNERS! CEF had 
a successful 2023 game and we are looking
forward to the next Rivalry Match in 
October 2024.

Highlights
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CEF launches the Chelsea Alumni
Association | October 2022 
CEF is proud to introduce the Chelsea Alumni
Association (CAA). CAA is a committee of CEF, led
by a group of volunteer alumni. The CAA’s
mission is to create avenues for Chelsea alumni
to communicate, connect, volunteer, support,
and participate in Chelsea Schools and Chelsea-
related activities. Eighty-seven (87) founding
donors supported its formation.

Online Auction | April 2023 
The CEF online Auction fundraiser was a great
success, $7,200 was raised. Proceeds benefit the
Chelsea School District through scholarships for
Chelsea students and grants awarded to
innovative teachers and administrators. 

Grad Year Campaign | May 2023 
CEF congratulated the Class of '23 and
extended its gratitude to all who helped raise
$5,600 during the 2023 Grad Year Campaign.
In May - June of 2024 the Chelsea Education
Foundation will hold its third annual "Grad
Year Campaign". 

Book Drive | December 2022 
‘Give the Gift of Reading’ - a CEF Book Drive to
help fund grants to teachers requesting books.
CEF partnered with Serendipity Book Store to
make shopping for the Book Drive easier.

Chelsea Alumni Association Committee

Chelsea|Dexter Education Foundations Rivalry Match

CEF |Serendipity Book Store Book Drive

https://chelseaeducationfoundation.salsalabs.org/2022gradyear/index.html
https://chelseaeducationfoundation.salsalabs.org/2022gradyear/index.html
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Impact of Chelsea Education Foundation

Has been collected to support grants
and scholarships throughout the
Chelsea School District

DONATIONS $1.265M

CEF scholarships awarded 
to graduating students 

with outstanding character,
performance, and future ambitions 

SCHOLARSHIPS1,055

Programs ranging from physical 
and mental health initiatives to 
the arts, field trips, and 
literacy development

GRANTS 741

Fifty-four thousand students have
benefited from the donations

made by CEF

STUDENTS54,000

Eighth  Grade Washington D.C. Trip

Eighth  Grade Washington D.C. Trip



W E  A R E  T E A M  
C H E L S E A
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2022-23 Financial Impact
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TEACHER GRANTS
$47,884 AWARDED IN 2022 - 2023 SCHOOL YEAR

SCHOLARSHIPS
$47,100 AWARDED IN 2022 - 2023 SCHOOL YEAR

Chelsea School District Staff



Spotlight on
Chelsea Alumni Association Committee

Chelsea Alumni Association’s mission is to create avenues for
Chelsea alumni to communicate, connect, volunteer, support, and

participate in Chelsea Schools and Chelsea-related activities.
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In just one short year, the Chelsea Alumni Association has come a 
long way! CAA has not only made great strides toward its mission to create
avenues for Chelsea alumni to communicate, connect, volunteer, support,
and participate in Chelsea Schools and Chelsea-related activities, but also
grown its membership to over 500 Alums!  While there's still so much more
we want to do, here's a recap of all we've accomplished so far:
Monthly Board Meetings
Each month, our Steering Committee meets to discuss CAA business, plan
new projects, and welcome new members. These meetings are open to the
public, and CHS Alumni are encouraged to attend! Watch for meeting dates
on our eNews, social media, and website.
Meet & Greets
Since our inception, we have held 4 Meet & Greet events! These are great
opportunities to catch up with other alumni and find out what's on the
horizon for CAA.
Homecoming Events
Where better to enjoy meeting up with fellow CHS students than at
Homecoming? CAA has proudly hosted two football tents and one softball
tent to date. 
Future Home of CAA
CAA is excited to announce that we now have a physical space in the
Chelsea High School! A place to preserve the legacy of CHS alumni and
create an interactive experience to explore class history. Located on the
wall between the main office and the athletic office, this wall space will be
used to commemorate our CAA Founding Donors and house an interactive
digital display containing individual class information. Look for more
information in 2024 about this exciting project and ways that you can
support and get involved!

Scan for the
CAA website!



Beka Alter
IMPACT CHAIR

Katie Hepler
VICE PRESIDENT

Amy Forehand
PRESIDENT

Jane Diesing
ALUMNI CHAIR

Frank Grohnert
POLICY CHAIR

Mike Kapolka
BOARD MEMBER

(non-voting)

Wendy Zielen
BOARD MEMBER

Sandy Lantis
SECRETARY

Sarah Button
BOARD MEMBER

Nicole Darby
BOARD MEMBER

John L Daly
BOARD MEMBER

Matt Ceo
BOARD MEMBER

CSD Representative
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Thank You to Our
2022 - 2023 

Board

Angila Chapman
TREASURER

Lynn Fox
PAST PRESIDENT

(non-voting)



Chelsea Education Foundation P.O. Box 281, Chelsea, MI 48118
Email
President@chelseaeducationfoundation.org
Social Networks
Facebook: @ChelseaEducationFoundation
Instagram: @chelseaeducationfoundation
Twitter: @ChelseaEducFndn
Website:
www.chelseaeducationfoundation.org

Chelsea Education Foundation is a 501(c) (3) organization.
Non-profit Tax Exempt #38-2953926

Design by D&B Strategic Marketing | Chelsea, MI

CEF Scholarship Recipients


